
Novel 
● Quotes to start ⇒ from the texts or from the creator or from a source that you know will 

strengthen your theme (you’ll prepare these in revision) 
● Broad statement that shows how the text reflects society 
● Rhetorical questions e.g have you ever contemplated what it’s like to be a woman 

 
Question: Our reading experience is heightened when we care about the fate of our 
protagonist. 

● The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood written in 1985 is based on the protagonist 
Offred who has found herself in a theocracy 

● Our reading experience is heightened because we care about the fate of Offred. Though 
we may not like Offred as a character we do care about her fate, for we empathise with 
her and her sudden change into a Totalitarian regime.  

● This new World that she now lives in, Gilead, has stripped her from the control of her 
own sexuality through the use of fear and movement.  

● We empathise with her because we care about what happens to her and her family, we 
are on this journey with her and although it's hard to relate we are with her throughout as 
she vocies this warning to us. 

Introduction 
“A rat in a maze is free to go anywhere, as long as it stays inside the maze.” - Margaret Atwood. 
 
Throughout history women have been controlled through their sexuality, fear and movement. 
Margaret Atwood’s 1985 novel ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’, portrays a dystopian future in which 
theocracy has taken ahold of the society of Gilead in which women are once again controlled by 
their sexuality, fear and movement. The Handmaid’s Tale is a well known piece of dystopian 
literature which has awakened the minds of the readers into how our world reflects that of 
Gilead’s society through the abuse of sexuality. Our reading experience was heightened once 
we realised we cared about the fate of our protagonist, Offred. Though we may not like Offred 
as a character we do care for her fate, for we sympathise with her and her warped reality that 
proposes a warning for our possible future. 


