
Internal assessment resource English 3.5A for Achievement Standard 91476 
PAGE FOR TEACHER USE 
 

This resource is copyright © Crown 2012  Page 1 of 10 

Draft  

 

 

Internal Assessment Resource 

English Level 3 
 

This resource supports assessment against: 

Achievement Standard 91476 

Create and deliver a fluent and coherent oral text which 
develops, sustains, and structures ideas 

Resource title: A life less ordinary 

3 credits 

• This resource: 
• Clarifies the requirements of the Standard 

• Supports good assessment practice 

• Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance 
process 

• Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school 
environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic 

 
Date version published by 
Ministry of Education 

December 2012 

To support internal assessment from 2013 

Quality assurance status These materials have been quality assured by NZQA. 
NZQA Approved number A-A-12-2012-91476-01-6097 

Authenticity of evidence Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment 
from a public source, because students may have 
access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar 
material. 

Using this assessment resource without modification 
may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The 
teacher may need to change figures, measurements or 
data sources or set a different context or topic to be 
investigated or a different text to read or perform. 
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Internal Assessment Resource  

Achievement Standard English 91476: Create and deliver a 
fluent and coherent oral text which develops, sustains, and 
structures ideas 
Resource reference: English 3.5A 
Resource title: A life less ordinary 
Credits: 3  

Teacher guidelines 

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and 
consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource. 

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement 
Standard English 91476. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain 
information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the 
Standard and assessing students against it.  

Context/setting  
This activity requires students to create and deliver a speech that marks the end of 
one stage of life, adolescence, and the beginning of another, adulthood. 
Before assessment occurs, students need to have: 
• developed an understanding of oratory, its key features, and its purpose – this 

could include the identification and discussion of language features 
• viewed and read a number of diverse speeches and performances  
• practised possible speech delivery techniques 
• planned and created a speech 
• rehearsed, and received constructive feedback. 

Conditions  
Students will create and deliver their own speeches. Preparation is not directly 
assessed, but this process should be used to ensure authenticity.  

Resource requirements  
• access to diverse speeches and performances 
• access to appropriate presentation technologies. 

Additional information  
None. 
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Internal Assessment Resource  

Achievement Standard English 91476: Create and deliver a 
fluent and coherent oral text which develops, sustains, and 
structures ideas 
Resource reference: English 3.5A 
Resource title: A life less ordinary 
Credits: 3 

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with 
Excellence 

Create and deliver a fluent 
and coherent oral text which 
develops, sustains, and 
structures ideas. 

Create and deliver a fluent 
and coherent oral text which 
develops, sustains, and 
structures ideas and is 
convincing. 

Create and deliver a fluent 
and coherent oral text which 
develops, sustains, and 
structures ideas and 
commands attention. 

Student instructions  

Introduction  

This assessment activity requires you to create and deliver a speech that marks the 
end of one stage of life, adolescence, and the beginning of another, adulthood. 

Over the last five years you will have had a number of experiences that have shaped 
you as an individual. Reflect on what you have gained from these experiences to 
create a speech that will call your peers to action in order to live a life less ordinary. 

Your text will be primarily spoken, although you may include other presentation 
techniques as appropriate to your purpose and audience.  

You will deliver your speech to an audience of your peers and your teacher(s). You 
will speak for at least six minutes.  

You will prepare and create your speech during a combination of class and 
homework times.  

You will be assessed on how you develop, structure, and sustain your ideas and how 
you use oral language features to demonstrate a sophisticated understanding of 
purpose and audience. 

 

Task 

Gather your ideas 

Your experiences and your reflection upon them will form the basis of your oral text, 
which is to call your peers to live a life less ordinary, whatever path they follow in the 
years ahead. Throughout your high school years, you will have had experiences, 
both positive and negative, that have been personally significant to you.  
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Consider: 

• the range of activities, both in-school and out-of-school, that you have been 
involved in, for example, sports, student exchanges, school camps, and school 
productions such as Stage Challenge and Smokefree rockquest  

• the achievements or challenges that you and your peers have had 
• the texts you have studied, people you have met, and subjects you have taken 

that have made an impression on you. 
 
Reflect  
Reflect on what you have gained from these experiences, what skills you have 
learned, and what values or understandings you have developed that have shaped 
you as an individual and that you will take with you into the future. What makes a life 
less ordinary? What gives humans a sense of purpose and meaning? It could be: 
• dreams followed, ambitions fulfilled 
• leadership 
• material success, fame, and fortune 
• discovering a calling, saving the world, challenging injustice 
• becoming the change you want to see, being true to yourself 
• heroism, sacrifice  
• something else of your own choice. 
 
Construct your speech 
In order to develop and sustain your ideas fluently and coherently you will need to 
carefully plan and structure your speech:  
• work out the main ideas of your speech and organise them so they are 

structured and sequenced  
• aim for an overall effect that is inspirational, striking, and integrated with the 

purpose of your speech, for example, what ideas and details will you select from 
your experiences to achieve the purpose of your speech? (see Resource A and 
Resource B) 

• at all times, consider your audience and use devices and signposts that will help 
them engage with and follow your speech (see Resource C) 

• identify oral language features that you can use to make your delivery more 
effective and more enjoyable for the target audience (see Resource C) 

• you will be more likely to command your audience’s attention if you speak 
confidently and fluently – consider how you could use cue cards and/or 
audiovisual aids to support the fluency of your delivery. 
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Resource A: Published exemplars 

Dead Poets Society 

Written by Tom Schulman and directed by Peter Weir 

Near the beginning of the film, new teacher Mr Keating takes his English class to see 
the photographs of former students.  

Keating: They’re not that different from you, are they? Same haircuts. 

Full of hormones, just like you. Invincible, just like you feel. The world 

is their oyster. They believe they’re destined for great things, just like 

many of you. Their eyes are full of hope, just like you. Did they wait 

until it was too late to make from their lives even one iota of what they 

were capable? Because, you see, gentlemen, these boys are now 

fertilising daffodils. But if you listen real close, you can hear them 

whisper their legacy to you. Go on, lean in. Listen, you hear it? – 

carpe – hear it? – carpe, carpe diem, seize the day, boys, make your 

lives extraordinary. 

“Ulysses”  

Written by Alfred, Lord Tennyson 

Come, my friends, 

’Tis not too late to seek a newer world. 

Push off, and sitting well in order smite 

The sounding furrows; for my purpose holds 

To sail beyond the sunset, and the baths 

Of all the western stars, until I die. 

It may be that the gulfs will wash us down: 

It may be we shall touch the Happy Isles, 

And see the great Achilles, whom we knew. 

Though much is taken, much abides; and though 

We are not now that strength which in the old days 

Moved earth and heaven; that which we are, we are, 

One equal-temper of heroic hearts, 

Made weak by time and fate, but strong in will 

To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield. 
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Resource B: Structure 

To create a coherent whole, you could consider a three-part structure, for example: 

• your personal experiences, reflection, and/or future direction 
• what makes a life less ordinary  
• a call to action.  

You need to consider the purpose of each part and the desired impact on the 
audience. Consider the suggestions below. 

Part one: Work the crowd by acknowledging the significant milestone you have all 
reached in your lives and creating a feel-good experience for your audience. Use this 
to sustain interest and establish a sense of rapport and unity. Draw on this later in 
your speech when you challenge them to consider how they want to live their lives in 
the years ahead. 

Part two: Do more than present the audience with information about the meaning of 
life. Engage individuals with the bigger picture to create a desire to live a life less 
ordinary.  

Part three: Create a sense of excitement, hope, and determination in your audience 
to inspire them to make their lives purposeful, meaningful, and satisfying. 
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Resource C: Language features 
Verbal language techniques could include: 

• direct address to the audience 
• sound devices, such as alliteration  
• structures, such as deliberate repetition, rhetorical questions, parallel 

construction, and motifs that link themes, create patterns, and integrate ideas 
• choice of words and phrases, such as evocative adjectives  
• figurative language, such as similes, allusions, symbols, or puns  
• humour, analogy, or anecdotes 
• quotations and readings 
• personal pronouns or colloquialisms (if appropriate to engage your audience). 
 

Body language techniques could include: 

• gesture 
• facial expression 
• stance 
• eye contact 
• movement. 
 

Voice techniques could include: 

• pauses and emphasis 
• variety in pitch, rhythm, intonation, volume, or pace. 

 

Presentation techniques could include the use of: 

• PowerPoint  

• Prezi 

• YouTube clips 

• Cooliris (photo montage) 

• role play or dramatised reading. 

 

FURTHER	EXEMPLARS	CAN	BE	LOCATED	AT:	(NZQA	STUDENT	EXEMPLARS)	

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/qualifications-and-
standards/qualifications/ncea/NCEA-subject-resources/English/91476-A/91476-
EXP-A.pdf


